Wolcott Balestier               217

three short novels; and he was employed in the
Astor Library in New York.

All these incidents, however, have little sig-
nificance. But in the winter of 1882 he made an
excursion to Leadville, which profoundly impressed
his imagination. The Colorado air was more than
his weak chest could endure, and he soon came
back ; but two years later he made a second trip to
the West, in company with his elder sister, and this
lasted for many months. He returned, at length,
through Mexico and the Southern States. The
glimpses that he gained in 1885 of the fantastic life
of the West remained to the end of his career the
most vivid and exciting which his memory retained.
The desire to write earnestly seized him, and it was
in Colorado that the first crude sketch of the book
afterwards re-written as " Benefits Forgot" was
composed. Soon after his return to New York he
became known to and highly appreciated by men in
business, and in the winter of 1888 he came over to
England to represent a New York publisher and
to open an office in London.

Of his three full years in the latter city I can
speak with some authority, for I was in close relation
with him during the greater part of that time. He
arrived in England without possessing the acquaint-
ance of a single Englishman, and he died leaving
behind him a wider circle of literary friends than,
probably, any other living American possessed.
He had an ardent desire to form personal con-
nections with those whose writings in any way